Congress of the United States
Washington, DL 20515

July 19, 2005

The Honorable Stephen L. Johnson
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460-0001

Dear Administrator Johnson:

We write to inform you of our concerns with the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) June
22,2005 “Environmental Justice Strategic Plan Outline” and “Framework for Integrating
Environmental Justice,” otherwise known as the “Strategic Plan.” We believe the Strategic Plan
fails to address the real environmental justice problems facing our nation’s most polluted
communities and violates Executive Order 12898 regarding Environmental Justice.

For decades, minority and underserved communities have been forced to live in close proximity
to industrial zones, power plants, and toxic waste sites. The proximity to these facilities has
jeopardized the health of these communities. For example, 5.5 million Latinos live within 10
miles of a coal powered plant, and 68 percent of all African Americans in the U.S. live within 30
miles of a coal powered plant, the distance within which the health impacts are most acute. In
these communities Latinos are nearly 2.5 times more likely to develop asthma than whites and
African Americans are also more than twice as likely to die from asthma as whites.

Unfortunately, the Strategic Plan would disregard race as a consideration for determining
environmental justice. This is a significant departure from existing environmental justice policies
and is in direct contradiction with the intent of the Executive Order. We believe it will do
nothing to reduce the existing disparate impacts suffered by low-income and minority
communities and may contribute to the future increase of these impacts.

The Strategic Plan also fails to identify the key recipients of environmental justice actions. In
2004, the Inspector General reported that “EPA’s ability to comply with the Order’s requirement
in a consistent manner is impeded if it does not first identify the intended recipients of the
environmental justice actions.” The EPA’s failure to identify the intended recipients in a manner
that truly reflects environmental justice communities is ultimately another attempt to de-
prioritize the importance of focusing on our nation’s most vulnerable populations. We reject any
plan which does not clearly identify environmental justice communities and reject the
reinterpretation of the Executive Order which this strategy supports.

We are also concerned about the comparative risk prioritization scheme created by the Strategic
Plan. This scheme will require environmental justice issues to be prioritized solely at the national
level, requiring the EPA to choose whether it is more important to focus on the prevalence of an






